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So straightforward was his opin-
ion, that California Governor 
Gavin Newsome called the ruling 
“a direct threat to the public 
safety and lives of innocent Cal-
ifornians.” California Attorney 
General Rob Bonita called Judge 
Benitez’ decision “fundamentally 
flawed” and said it would be ap-
pealed to the Ninth Circuit Court. 
Meanwhile, the plaintiffs in the 
suit are celebrating what they re-
alize is at this point, a tenuous 
win. The Firearms Policy Coali-
tion issued a statement saying 
Judge Benitez “held want mil-
lions of Americans already know 
to be true: Bans on so-called ‘as-
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Memphis’ fourth in a row, includ-
ing all three seasons under Har-
daway. The Tigers are one of just 
14 schools in the nation with 
four-straight 20-win seasons to 
their credit. 
 Hardaway has won 63 games in 
three seasons as Tigers head 
coach, which is the third-most 
among 50 head coaches hired be-
fore the 2018-19 season. 
  The Tigers are slated to return 
three of their top-five scorers 
from a season ago in Landers 
Nolley II (13.1 ppg), DeAndre 
Williams (11.7 ppg) and Lester 
Quinones (9.5 ppg). Expected to 
join the trio and the rest of the re-
turning players are newcomers 
John Camden (F, 6-8, Wolfeboro, 
N.H.), Chandler Lawson (F, 6-8, 
University of Oregon), Johnathan 
Lawson (F, 6-6, Memphis, 
Tenn.), Josh Minott (G, 6-9, Boca 
Raton, Fla.), Sam Onu (C, 6-11, 
Malvern, Pa.) and Earl Timber-
lake (G, 6-6, University of 
Miami). For more information on 
Memphis Tigers Basketball, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com 

Tennessee State House of Representatives recently honored The University of Memphis 
Tigers Basketball team. Head Coach Penny Hardaway proudly holds plaque as members 
of the House of Representatives and others look on. (Photo/Courtesy: UofM Athletics)

sault weapons’ are unconstitu-
tional and cannot stand.” 
Alan Gottlieb of the Second 
Amendment Foundation says the 
ruling “shredded California gun 
laws regarding modern semiauto-
matic rifles.” 
If it stands, it certainly will. And 
a 30-year law that has essentially 
done nothing to prevent violence 
will, indeed, fit Judge Benitez’ 
definition for it: “a failed experi-
ment.” 
Judge Benitez also punctured the 
myth that has led to the demon-
ization of the modern sporting 
rifle. 
“One is to be forgiven if one is 
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persuaded by news media and 
others that the nation is awash 
with murderous AR-15 assault 
rifles. The facts, however, do not 
support this hyperbole, and facts 
matter. Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation murder statistics do not 
track assault rifles, but they do 
show that killing by knife attack 
is far more common than murder 
by any kind of rifle. In Califor-
nia, murder by knife occurs 
seven times more often than 
murder by rifle. For example, ac-
cording to F.B.I. statistics for 
2019, California saw 252 people 
murdered with a knife, while 34 
people were killed with some 

type of rifle – not necessarily an 
AR-15. A Californian is three 
times more likely to be murdered 
by an attacker’s bare hands, fists, 
or feet, than by his rifle. In 2018, 
the statistics were even more lop-
sided as California saw only 24 
murders by some type of 
rifle.The same pattern can be ob-
served across the nation.” 
And that’s on page three of his 
94-page opinion. As expected, 
it’s being attacked by lawyers, 
politicians and media who sup-
port California’s ban, being 
called everything from “overly 
rhetorical” to “basically flawed” 
in its logic. 

What it is is a document that is 
thoroughly researched, based on 
facts, not emotions, and designed 
to explain in understandable 
terms, that a bad law based on an 
unprovable premise, should not 
be upheld. Why? Because bad 
laws don’t trump rights. 
In his evisceration, Judge Benitez 
explains that: 
“The mechanical features that 
identify a California assault rifle 
“tend to help a person shoot the 
rifle more accurately under pres-
sure…The Plaintiffs make the 
point that this is a better con-
dition for all lawful users, i.e., a 
more accurate gun is better for 
everyone…In contrast, the Attor-
ney General argues that better ac-
curacy makes it a more 
dangerous weapon….In the ter-
rible mass shooting context, 
which fortunately is a rare event, 
reducing the number of innocent 
victims is the State’s goal, al-
though it is not at all clear that a 
less accurate rifle would reduce 
the number of victims. A less ac-
curate rifle in the hands of a mass 
shooter may well result in differ-
ent victims, but not necessarily 
less victims. On the other hand, 
in the self-defense context, which 
seems to be more common, tak-
ing accurate shots at attackers is 
vitally important for the innocent 
victim. While the state ought to 
protect its residents against vic-
timization by a mass shooter, it 
ought also to protect its residents 
against victimization by home-
invading criminals.” 
 
“Instead, the State’s litigation 
stance is more like the view re-
cently expressed by a police 
chief in Oakland, California: ‘we 
do not want victims to arm them-
selves; we want them to be good 
witnesses.’ “ 
His conclusion to that line of rea-
soning is short and brutal: “ 

Of course, a dead victim is a 
lousy witness.” 
As is the case when politicians 
are spending someone else’s 
money, this case is far from over, 
but the fact remains that this 
decision is the first step in forc-
ing California officials to apply a 
seldom used test to their legisla-
tion: common sense. 
On Saturday, I visited the 2021 
Blade Show in Atlanta. 
  As has usually been the case, 
even withering Georgia heat 
doesn’t keep knife enthusiasts 
from learning more about throw-
ing knives. 
After a year’s absence due to 
pandemic lockdowns, what I 
would find in regards to exhib-
itors and attendees were question 
marks. Based solely on what I 
saw not attendance numbers, it 
looked as if knife enthusiasts are 
very ready to get back to some-
thing more closely approaching 
normal. 
Outside, the exhibition area was-
n’t as packed with spectators as 
normal, but the near-absence of 
available parking and long lines 
at the general admission area 
proved that neither long walks in 
sweltering heat nor $25 one-day 
admission fees were deterrents.  
 
 The crowds were significant, un-
masked, and seemed genuinely 
glad to see familiar exhibitors. 
We’ll have more on Blade Show 
2021 as the final figures are an-
nounced later this week, but it 
seems safe to say that consumers 
and manufacturers are ready to 
start getting together - for real- 
again.  
 Virtual communications have 
made great strides in how busi-
ness is conducted, but there’s still 
no real substitute for the tactile 
stimuli when it comes to finely-
manufactured products. 
We’ll keep you posted. 


